THE FIQH SCHOOLS AND THEIR FOUNDERS

on [a point of] jurisprudence he would launch out into a flux
of words, copious as a torrent. Also that in the art of draw-
ing conclusions from analogies (qiyas) he was a master
of the highest rank.1 Abu Hanlf ah was a man of inde-
pendent means and perfect character. He devoted his life
to the study of religion and law, delivering lectures in Kuf ah
to his private circle of students. His opinion on legal mat-
ters was universally sought after. He left no works ex-
cept a small book on dogmatics and belief called al-Fiqh
al-Akbar. His so-called Musnad has been compiled by one
of his students and contains the hadiths used by the master.
It was Abu Hanifah who occasioned the famous con-
troversy regarding the use of opinion (ra'y} in legislation,
and this activity on his part brought upon him bitter at-
tacks. The charge made by his enemies was that he em-
phasized the speculative elements at the cost of the hadlths,
whereas his disciples rightly maintained that he used qiyas
only when he could not find a provision in the hadlths. The
truth is that "Abu Hanifah did not constitute an exception
in the use of qiyas but that they all acted alike/'x We
have already seen in the chapter on Qiyas how much truth
there was in the allegation that qiyas meant the introduction
of the use of ra'y; on the contrary, qiyas curbed the inor-
dinate and lawless use of rcfy, as it was then practised on all
sides. It is true that Abu Hanifah also introduced the
principle of istihsan which was really a case of using ra'y,
but all the schools were guilty of that practice. The only
difference between Abu Hanifah and the rest was that Abu
Hanifah was conscious of what he was doing and was
not afraid of openly admitting it, while the others did the
same thing in a more or less concealed way. The work
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